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Then, we did another draft after that, that took two or three weeks. We
did three drafts in the space of two months.

Were there significant changes from one to the next?

It was clearer where the movie was going with each draft and what the
character differentiation was amongst the three of them. What the
major plot incidents should be. That kept on shifting around. The
science line became clearer.

While you were doing the script, were you thinking in terms of what
the special effects would entail?

Yes. But we knew that we were going to be in real trouble, time-wise.
Right away, the studio was saying, “We need this for next summer.”
And it was already less than a year away. Michael Gross contacted
Richard Edlund, who we had heard was going to leave Industrial Light
& Magic and set up a company here. | met him to find out what his
plans were -1 think this was already in June of last year — and he said it
was true.

What about the trials and tribulations of closing off Central Park for a
week when you went on location in New York?

They weren’t happy about that at all. They felt that didn’t have a good
location manager. We should have been talked out of the location that
we ended up choosing. It was right in the middle of three very
important arteries. Quite apart from the Central Park West, which is a
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Kathleen Turner does her best to look sexy (and succeeds admirably!) in this publicity shot from Romancing the Stone.
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