


Research Paper — Ghazi Husrev-Bey RP-D-03

2.4 Ghazi Husrev Bey Mas;jid

One of the most fascinating historical Masjid of the world world is Ghazi Husrev-
Bey Masjid (Bosnian: Gazi Husrev-begova Dzamija, Turkish: Gazi Husrev Bey Cami),
and it is in the heart of Sarajevo, Bosnia and Herzegovina. It is considered as the most
important Islamic structure in the country and one of the world’s finest examples of
Ottoman architecture and represents one of the most magnificent works of architecture
in that region. It is located in the “BascarSija” neighbourhood in the “Stari Grad
Municipality” area. The Gazi Husrev-beg Masjid was built by the famous Ottoman
architect Adzem Esir Ali “Alatddin”, who also built the Yavuz Selim Masjid in Istanbul for
the Sultan Selim | and he was also the leading founder of School Of Architecture of
Istanbul. The Masjid was financed and built in 1530-31 (937 AH). One year later a
“‘Maktab” was built beside the mosque mail hall and a “Hanikah” for religious and
spiritual teachings. In 1537 the testament for Madrasah was written, for that purpose
and construction of Masjid, Gazi Husrev-bey endowed seven hundred thousand dinars.
During the period of Austro-Hungarian Empire in 1898, Gazi Husrev-bey Masjid was the
first in the world to receive electricity and electric fittings and lightings.

The Ghazi Husrev-bey’s Masjid, or it is simply known among the people as the
Bey’s Masijid, as far as its design, shape and dimensions are concerned, it represents a
work of special interest for the study of Ottoman architecture. The Masjid has a complex
architectural rendition and design. The front part of the Masjid is dominated by heavy
marble pillars, which carry the arches of the Masjid colonnade. These pillars separate
the colonnade into five rectangular sub sections of which every single one is connected
by a dome. The main entrance into the Masjid is beautifully adorned with stylised
arabesques, wall ornamentation, gilding and marble. The Masjid also serves as a
meeting point for the youth after prayers.
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A Vief Ghazi Husrev Bey Msjid - Main Entrance

Above the main Masijid entrance we can see there is a stone tablet, 120 cm X 60 cm in
size, on which verses in Arabic language are carved. The inscription is placed into six
elliptical spaces edged on its sides and through the middle with arabesques. The

inscription text is partly vocalised. The inscription surface is blue and the letters are gold
plated.
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The translation of the transcription is as follows:

“The Masjid of the good people Husrev-bey
buildeth in the name of God (as) a home for those who prostrate
themselves.
He is the destroyer of foe, helper of the champions of faith,
Propagator of benefaction, helper of the pious.
God inspireth us with its verse:
(This is) the meeting place of benefactors, a home of those
beholden to God.”
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